CHAPTER VII
THE WAY DISCOVERED
Everest had now to be approached from the
east. A detour of many miles had to be made to
get round the outlying spurs, in order to reach
the North Col from the east, and sec if it were more
practicable from that side than it was from the
west.
In snow and sleet and wind Mallory and Bullock
struck their tents on the Rongbuk Glacier on July
25th to make for Kharta, about 55 miles distant
by the detour, but bearing almost due east. This
was the new base established by Howard Bury and
was situated at the outlet of a valley running
down eastward, to all appearances directly from
Everest. During the month that Mallory and
Bullock had been exploring the Rongbuk Glacier
he had been prospecting the whole region round,
and as far as the Nepal border; Morshead and
Wheeler had been carrying on the survey ; Heron
had been geologizing; and Wollaston had been
botanizing and collecting specimens of natural
history. Now Kharta was to be the rallying-point
for the scattered members of the Expedition, and
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